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A Comparative Survey of People's Preferences for Fruits (Especially for Persimmon)
between Tsuruoka (Yamagata Prefecture) and Hirosaki (Aomori Prefecture)

Satoshi TAIRA
Faculty of Agriculture, Yamagata University, Tsuruoka, Yamagata 997-8555

Summary
To investigate how people's preferences for fruits, especially for persimmon, differ in different regions
and in different age groups, a questionnaire survey was conducted in Tsuruoka City in a persimmon pro-

duction area and in Hirosaki City in an apple production area. Group of 500 people from each city were
randomly selected using the electoral register books. The recovery rate for collection of questionnaires
was about 40%. Three major findings came out of the survey. The first finding was that the most favored
fruit was the apple and the 6 most preferred fruits were the same in both cities. The second finding was
that people in Tsuruoka preferred persimmon as an autumn fruit. In contrast, people in Hirosaki tended to
choose apple, probably reflecting the production areas of each fruit. The third finding was that people's

image of persimmon trees provided a feeling that autumn really has come was common in all age groups

in both regions.

Key Words: fruit, persimmon, preference, questionnaire, sense of the seasons.
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Fig.1. People's favorite fruits in Tsuruoka and Hirosaki. Numerals in
figure represent the total proportion of the three most favored
fruits of each group (%). (Tsuruoka, n = 210X3 = 630;
Hirosaki, n = 200X 3 = 600).

Table 1. The number of respondents and the recovery rates for the questionnaires.
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Age

EiZHITonDTREVP LT

Total
30-39 40-49 50-59 60-69 70-

BIh7-4, BREIHLHAZZIE Tsuruoka
K BWEIHIThHots Male

1024.4)° 11(26.2) 11(26.2) 15(36.6) 16(38.1) 22(52.4) 85(34.0)

55 R RO 11 T b L0 Female  15(35.7) 15(35.7) 26(634) 28(66.7) 21(51.2) 20(46.7) 125(50.0)
- = s Total 25(30.1) 26(31.0) 37(44.6) 43(51.8) 37(44.6) 42(50.0) 210(42.0)
i, mHEdY I ThHot, BRE Hirosaki

Tl 2=k v+, IfICHF Male
R BITEAOEANED 120 —F, Female

10(23.8) 10(23.8) 15(36.6) 14(32.6) 16(39.0) 27(65.9) 92(36.8)
1024.4) 17(40.5) 21(48.8) 22(564) 19(44.2) 19(45.2) 108(43.2)
Total 2024.1) 27(32.1) 36(42.9) 36(43.9) 35(417) 46(55.4) 200(40.0)
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Z Numerals in parenthesis are the proportion of collecting recovery (%).
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Fig. 2. First and second preferences of fruits selected for the feeling
that autumn really has come. Bars in figure represent the
proportion in each ranking (%). (Tsuruoka, n = 210; Hirosaki, n

= 200).
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51
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Fig. 3. Fruits that people in Tsuruoka and Hirosaki selected for the
feeling that autumn really has come. Numerals in figure
represent the total proportion of the first and the second choice
for each person (%). (Tsuruoka, n =210X2 = 420; Hirosaki, n =
200X 2 = 400).
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Fig. 4. Respondents, viewing image of persimmon trees in Tsuruoka
and Hirosaki. 1, Longing for old sweet memories; 2, Feeling
that autumn really has come; 3, Wanting to taste their fruits; 4,
Not feeling anything special; 5, Other. One can choose one or
more answers. Bars in figure represent the proportion in each
category (%). (Tsuruoka, n = 210; Hirosaki, n = 200).
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. 5. Respondents, viewing of image of persimmon trees by age group. 1, Longing for old sweet memories; 2, Feeling that autumn really has

come; 3, Wanting to taste their fruits; 4, Not feeling anything special; 5, Other. One can choose one or more answers. Bars in figure represent
the proportion in each category (%). (Tsuruoka, n = 210; Hirosaki, n = 200).
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