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A Case Study of the Relationships of People to Persimmon in Tsuruoka City (Yamagata Prefecture)

Satoshi TAIRA And Michiko KAWAMURA
Faculty of Agriculture, Yamagata University, Tsuruoka, Yamagata 997-8555

Summary
To study the relationships of people to persimmon in Tsuruoka City, the distribution of persimmon

trees in the former city area (16 km?) was assessed and the relations between people and persimmon trees

were also surveyed. We found 5,460 persimmon trees in the area studied and most were cultivar

‘Hiratanenashi’. In garden yards, 64% of persimmon trees were pruned and the others were not. By inter-

viewing 48 people who live in that area, it was found that the closeness of relationships between people

and persimmon trees or fruit has gradually declined in recent years. Based on these results, the future of

the relationship between people and nearby plants like persimmon was discussed.
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