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Summary

This report targets undergraduate students majoring in agriculture and newspapers, and deals with
the knowledge of seven spring herbs and seven autumn flowers, which are traditional event plants in
Japan. The average percentage of knowledge of the seven spring herbs and seven autumn flowers was 2.9

by female students, 0.5 by male students. There was no difference between students with a rural or an

urban background. Students wrote the common name of seven spring herbs in the same order with seri

(Oenanthe stolonifera), nazuna (Capsella bursa-pastoris), ogyo or gogyo (Gnaphalium affine), hakobera

(Stellaria media), hotokenoza (Lapsana apogonoides), suzuna (Brassica rapa), and suzushiro (Raphanus

sativus), and in pairs such as seri-nazuna, ogyo-hakobera, and suzuna-suzushiro. No such phenomenon

was observed in the seven autumn flowers. Frequency of news item about seven spring herbs and seven

autumn flowers in the main newspapers for a period of twenty years was 710 and 102, respectively.

Mostly, seven spring herbs were written in the same order in both the newspapers and by the students.
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Fig. 1. Number of seven spring herbs and autumn flowers
written by male and female students.
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Fig. 2. Number of seven spring herbs and autumn flowers
written by respondents grown up in urban areas or
country areas. Bar means SE.



Table 1. Percent respondents who correctly wrote the names of seven spring
herbs and seven autumn flowers.

Seven spring herbs % Seven autumn flowers %
Oenanthe javanica (Blume) DC. 50.5 Lespedeza bicolor Turcz. 74
(Y ; seri) (/¥ ; hagi)

Capsella bursa-pastoris (L.) Medik. 64.0  Miscanthus sinensis Anderss.  16.6
(7 X7 ; nazuna) (A A F | susuki)

Gnaphalium affine D.Don 27.9  Pueraria lobata (Willd.) Ohwi 4.0
(FF 37 ; ogyo) (7 X ; kuzu)

Stellaria neglecta Weihe 43.6  Dianthus superbus L. 2.6
(/N2 X7 ; hakobera) (+ 773 3 ; nadeshiko)

Lapsana apogonoides Maxim. 34.7  Patrinia scabiosaefolia Fisch. Ex Trevir. 6.8
¢k b4 /% ; hotokenoza) (+ 3 =¥ ; ominaeshi)

Brassica rapa L. 30.2  Eupatorium japonicum Thunb. ex Murray 2.8
(A X ; suzuna) (7 Y734 < ; fujibakama)
Raphanus sativus L. 36.6  Platycodon grandiflorum (Jacq.) ADC. 9.6

(A X1 ; suzushiro)

(%% a7 ; kikyo)

Makino, T. 1996. Revised Makino’s Illustrated Flora in Colour, Gamopetalae
and Choripetalae. Hokuryukan Co., LTD, Tokyo.

Makino, T. 2001. Revised Makino’s Illustrated Flora in Colour, Choripetalae
and Monocots. Hokuryukan Co., LTD, Tokyo.

Table 2. Characteristics of written order of seven spring herbs by respondents.

Written order by respondents (%)

Sevenspring herbs — No” — oo 3d 4m 5t 6th 7
Oenanthe stolonifera 694 595 133 97 81 32 49 14
(£ seri) '
Capsella bursa-pastoris 879 322 496 50 49 25 28 3.0
(A ; nazuna)

Gnaphalium affine 383 159 44 499 89 104 86 1.8
¥ 3 7; ogyo)

Stellaria media 599 83 207 205 352 55 47 50
(/N3 X7 ; hakobera)

Lapsana apogonoides 477 42 59 195 122 459 6.1 63
K M 7 ¥F; hotokenoza)

Brassica rapa 414 164 7.2 200 121 63 365 14
(A X J; suzuna)

Raphanus sativus 502 38 18.1 104 173 122 5.6 32.7

(A X ¥ 1, suzushiro)

2 Total numbers of correctly written plants by respondents.

Table 3. Characteristics of place and pair of seven spring herbs written by

respondents.
e N
£ - FXF 630 583 14 37 22 1.1 35 702
(seri - nazuna)
IT¥F gy -nNanxF 344 145 1.5 474 26 49 70 719
(gogyo * hakobera)
AXF - AXyE 336 143 33 167 104 45 426 917

(suzuna * suzushiro)

22 1) | Oenanthe stolonifera,

I% 57 . Gnaphalium affine,

A X . Brassica rapa,

F X . Capsella bursa-pastoris,
NANT | Stellaria media,
A X1 . Raphanus sativus.
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Fig.3. Changes in the news items about seven spring

herbs and autumn flowers per month in the five

great newspapers (Asahi Shimbun, The Mainichi
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