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Summary
Oshibana, the Japanese art of pressed flowers, is one of several leisure activities using plant
materials. Its popularity has grown remarkably during the last two decades. This article is meant to
clarify factors affecting that growth through the 201 Oshibana books published in Japan since the
1960's.
1984, which enabled one to dry plants quickly and easily while maintaining their natural colors.

Expansion of Oshibana was triggered by the introduction of calcium chloride drying in

This new technique stimulated high interest among women in the beauty of Oshibana (pressed
flowers) and their attractive designs, which, in turn, encouraged the publication of books about it.
The earliest books were written by individuals, mostly men at first, then gradually women. Oshi-
bana societies and interest groups developed and added to the number of publications. Finally,
commercial organizations, which supplied the necessary materials, created books that promoted and
popularized the art form.

Key words : Oshibana art, pressed flower art, popularization, calcium chloride drying, book title,
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Fig. 2. Numbers of ‘published books and of the membership
belonging to a pressed flower society.
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Fig. 3. Numbers of published books which mainly deal with sili-
cagel drying orcalcium chioride drying.
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Table 1. Descriptions related to colors or plants that were indicated in book title.
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Fig. 5. Numbers of books written by individual(s)or group
corporation(s).
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Fig. 6. Oshibana books personally published under the support

of corporations.
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Fig. 7. Numbers of books written by Pressed flower lover
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materials.
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