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A Study on the Interest Level of Children and the Thinking of Staff about
the Future Development of Horticultural and Agricultural Activities in
Kindergartens and Nursery Schools

Hiroyuki SUGIURA
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Summary

This study examines the interest levels of children and participating teachers, as well as the thoughts
of the staff involved on the present and future conditions regarding the development of horticultural activi-
ties in kindergartens and nursery schools. Horticultural activities by children, with and without teacher
supervision, were observed. Questionnaires about horticultural and agricultural activities were handed out
and the writer of this paper was visited to investigate to 119 places of kindergartens and nursery schools in
Tohoku district and Tokyo.

Among the horticultural activities, the number of kindergarten children interested in planting,
sowing and training was greater than that interested in ploughing, fertilizing, weeding and cleaning up
die back plants fields. Many kindergarten children participated in horticultural activities when they were
accompanied by teachers. Moreover, when the teachers moved to work in other areas, the children followed
them. Agricultural and horticultural activities have been implemented in 97.4% of nursery schools and
97.8% of kindergartens. Most plants cultivated by nursery school children were vegetables. In future, 53.3%
of kindergartens and 43.4% of nursery schools will reportedly try new programs of horticultural activities.
Field excursions and working in fields are the most useful programs to implement new horticultural and
agricultural activities.

To develop horticultural and agricultural activities, the workload of the staff should be decreased by
including newer programs into current events and educational programs, because increase in the workload

was a matter of concern in kindergartens and nursery schools.
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Table 1. Numbers of kindergarten children interested
in different horticultural activities.
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Table 2. Participation of kindergarten teachers on number vs.
kindergarten children showing interest in horticultural
activities.
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Fig 1. Increased number of children planting seed potatoes with
a kindergarten teacher.
{ 1 Some chirdren did not participate in planting because
the teacher was not their homerocom teacher.

Fig 2. Kindergarten teachers and children sowing carrot seeds.
+ : Children sowing carrot seeds with kindergarten
teacher ; < : Children following a kindergarten teacher,
who moved from another area, to sow carrot seeds.

SHER BRERT
(B 5158 HE97.6% ) (BB ER97.4%)
0

mar&EHR D ELBREY
REEHREREEY OEEHREAREY
B HREMEY

Fig 3. Percentages of kindergarten and nursery children who
participated in horticultural and agricultural activities like
flower, vegetable, fruit and rice cultivation : kindergarten,
42 : school, 74 ; nursery and kindergarten, 3 (vegetable
and flower, 1 ; flower, 1).



Table 3. Using field-grown plant materials in kindergartens and
nursery schools. (Multiple answers)®
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Fig 4. Future policies regarding horticultural and agricultural
activities in nursery schools and kindergartens : kindergar-
ten'42 ; nursery, 74 ; nursery and kindergarten, 3 (add new
programs, 2, maintain the current policy, 1).

Tabie 4. Events that are useful for horticultural and agricultural
activities as reported by kindergarten and nursery school
staff members. (Multiple answers)
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