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Study on the Present Conditions and the Attitudes of Students of
Early Child Care Education about Using Fields and Green Areas
in Kindergartens and Nursery Schools.

Hiroyuki SUGIURA

Fukushima College

Summary

The fields and green areas requested by graduate students, those planned by students of early child
care and education, and the present conditions for the development of horticultural activities at kindergar-
tens and nursery schools were investigated in this study.

Questionnaires on activities in fields and green areas were handed out to kindergartens and nursery
schools. The thought of students of early child care and education to design plans for fields and green areas
in kindergartens and nursery schools were recorded by means of questionnaires.

Many kindergartens and nursery schools had fields for horticultural activity ; 19.8% of the former
and 56.8% of the latter had access to one outside of their school grounds. Students of early child care
and education had many requests for impressive landscapes (e.g. symbolic trees), grassy areas and fields at
kindergartens and nursery schools. Most of these students induced flower beds and fields in open spaces in
their plans. Ninety percent of kindergartens and nursery schools had flower beds in their grounds.

The development of horticultural and agricultural activities is hopeful because many kindergartens
‘and nursery schools already have ideal them installed. Moreover, students of early child care and education

were understood the mean of them by a lecture in kindergartens and nursery schools.
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Table 1. Percentage of kindergartens and nursery schools with installed fields and green areas aiready
installed (%).
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Fig 1. Field of sweet potatoes (foreground) away from the
kindergarten. | : The kindergarten area situated behind
the schoolhouse.

(Hanawa town municipal Sasahara kindergarten)
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Table 3. Reasons for installation of flower beds and fields in
kindergartens and nursery schools (including planter).
{Multiple answers)
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Table 2. Cultivated flowers, vegetables and rice grown in kindergartens and nursery schools
(including pots and planters). (Multiple answers)
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Table 4. Requests for fields and green areas by graduate students of early child care and education in their

former kindergartens and nursery schools.
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Table 5. Fields and green areas planned by
students of early child education and
care in kindergartens and nursery
schools. (Multiple answers)
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Table 6. Cultivated flowers and vegetables in the fields and
green areas planned by students of early child care and
education in kindergartens and nursery schools (includ-
ing flower pots and planters). (Multiple answers)
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Fig 2. Green area with planted sunflowers surrounding a pool
planned by a student of early child care and education.
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