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Possibility of Disseminative Occurrence of Interpersonal
Events from Street-side Plants: A Philosophical Investigation
Referring to J. Derrida’s Notion of “Dissémination”

Terutaka MITSUYASU

Graduate School of Human-Environment Studies, Kyushu University

Summary

The occurrence of interpersonal events from pedestrian viewing of street-side plants (trees, nur-
tured flowers, natural-growing grasses, etc.) is discussed. The discussion is guided by the notion of “dis-
sémination” by J. Derrida and descriptions of actual experiences of street-side events, including the author’s
own, in which a pedestrian, when viewing or taking pictures of a street-side plant, was questioned by other
passers-by and involved in conversation and relationships with them afterward. These experiences were
regarded as an event sequence occurring from the street-side plant, around which the pedestrian-viewing
event occurred spontaneously and indeterminably from the plant event (growing, blooming, fruition, etc.);
then, another interpersonal event, almost irrelevant to the plant itself, occurred similarly from the view-
ing event. Derrida’s notion of “dissémination,” suggesting the reproductive generation of various meanings
from a “text” in a manner in which the generation can not be reduced to the reason residing in the anteced-
ent “text,” affirms the occurrence of such interpersonal events from plants. The significance of considering

interpersonal dissemination from street-side vegetation, in everyday experiences, and both academic and

practical fields, is argued.
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