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A Trial to Understand the Relationship between Human Beings and
Weeds with Special Reference to Its Cultural Aspects
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Summary

Weeds have been growing in man made habitats such as crop fields, around houses, road
sides and so on for a long time. So, weeds seemed to have had cultural functions. Collection and
classification of the cultural aspects was just begun by our study group. Cultural fields concerning
weeds in Japan could be classified to culture, play, folkway, literature, art, religion, philosophy,
education and citizen life as shown in Table 1. Fields of cultural aspects on weeds are thought to be
wide, and each field has had a long history. Our investigation showed that the relationship between
weeds and human beings are becoming poor in Japan. Children do not play with and eat weeds as
used to be. Contact with weeds especially in childhood is thought to be very important because it
sometimes gives them discovery, impression and pleasure of nature. Folkway, art, philosophy and
citizen life concerning weeds enriches our life. Understanding weeds with special reference to its
cultural aspects are thought to be important for human happiness and welfare.
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