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Summary
This research revealed the diversity of floral and plant deformation designs in Catholic churches in
Kamigoto and Nishikyushu areas based on the authors’ actual field surveys from 2011 to 2013. The walls,
ceilings, windows, bosses (rib-joints), and pillar terminals of churches display a high diversity of designs

through deformations of flower and plant organs. However almost all motif plant species were obscure, except

for the realistic pictures of Japanese camellia and deformed acanthus, narcissus, white lily and palm (date)

which are common in Christian literature. The other assumed motif species were the rose, the chrysanthemum

and the cherry. The general consensus regarding the reason floral deformations is referred to as a motif as

Japanese camellia has been claimed without clear evidential support since 1991. The floral reliefs are, in

particular, in churches whose architect was Mr. Yosuke Tetsukawa. These reliefs can be seen on flat space on

hanging walls and ceilings which is a feature of the East Asiatic, Japanese dwelling house cultures. His basic

imagination of flower-designation may have been created by 4 lobes of plant organs or European crosses,

and the presence of diverse plant decorations may be derived from a fundamental design of rib-vault church

building.
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Table 1. Plant deformations in Catholic churches in western Kyushu, Japan.
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Table 2. Plant deformations on the ceiling portion of Catholic churches in Western Kyushu, Japan.
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Fig. 1. Floral design in Catholic church in western Kyushu, Japan.

(DFloral deformation in tympanum of Egami church: Presence of a simple leaf between 5 lobes of a half cut flower; @A lily
festoon on a tympanum of Oso church : A balloon indicates Japanese camellia; ®Floral figures on stained glass of Fukumi
church; @Floral design of a vine rose in Nakanoura church; ®Floral design on stained glass at Hiyamizu church; ®Floral design
on stained glass at Oso church; @Floral design on window glass under tracery in Egami church: There are two flower types of
pink petals and yellow filaments and of yellow petals and pink filaments; ®Floral relief from a retired Sazare church deposited
in Goto History Museum in Fukue; @®Floral design on the Matsukawabishi frame on the inside wall of Nakanoura church: It has
been said that the red flower was previously pink; (OFloral design arranged with wide marginal spaces on the triangular portion
of inside walls in Tabira church; @Floral design arranged without marginal spaces on the triangular portion of inside walls in
Kashiragajima church; @Floral design arranged on the head of lentil in Kashiragajima church.
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Fig. 2. Floral and plant designs in Catholic church in western Kyushu, Japan.

(DFloral design arranged on the triangular space of inside walls and ceilings in Himosashi church: Leaves are arranged along a
narrow corner. Palmettes are designed to appear as four lobed white flowers; @Plant design motif as the eight-partite vault ceiling
in Himosashi church: Distinct rosette, white crossed flowers, green leaves with serrated margin and clover like green leaves; ®Plant
design motif as the quadripartite vault ceiling in Oh-e church: Diverse crosses and palmette are combined to display an arabesque
pattern; @Floral crosses on the ceiling of the central hall in Fukumi church; ®Floral design on the ceiling of corridors in Nakanoura
church; ®Horse” s hoof and a combat sign on the bosses in Hiyamizu church;®Floral decoration, rosette or chrysanthemum
pattern, on the bosses in Dozaki church; ®Floral decoration on the bosses in Ebukuro church: Plant species of the decoration is
unknown; @Floral decoration, rosette, on the bosses in Egami church; @Acanthus and narcissus arranged in a pillar terminal in
Tabira church; @Palm leaves arranged in a pillar terminal in Hiyamizu church; @Narcissus, vine and animal faces arranged in a
pillar terminal in Madarajima church.
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