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Summary

Most Japanese children are surrounded by little nature and have few opportunities to play with them over

the last several years. On such an occasion, farming experience program is one of the opportunities which

connect children with nature through hands and bodies. In this study, we explored children’s consciousness

in the farming experience program “Yumemi kids school” held in Atsugi city by “text mining techniques.”
As the result, it was found that there were three roles of the farming experience program; (1) the role of

enjoyment; (2) the role of learning how vegetables and crops grown from such small seeds; (3) the role of

understanding the details of farming. In conclusion, the farming experience program gave opportunities to

children not only to understand the importance of foods and farming, but also to obtain great pleasure and

enjoyment through activities with soil. Therefore, it is expected that more opportunities to be close to the

nature through the farming experience program would be provided to children.
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Table 1. The programes' outline of "Yumemi Kids School."
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Table 2. Extraction of structured text data.
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Fig. 1. The result of the cluster analysis shown in a tree diagram.
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Fig. 2. Scatter plot of the first two principal components.
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