BB WY O BB I Db o T B RO &M
HIAREG

- B B R S A 0 B A B

e-mail : t-yamamoto@koshien.ac.jp

Social Nature of the Young Adults Frequently Involved in Gardening in Childhood
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Summary
This paper examined whether gardening experience in childhood would affect the acquisition of social nature
of the young adults. The 1,210 subjects’ data were collected from high school and university students from 2008
to 2015. The individuals were divided into eight groups by the gardening frequency (four levels) and parents’
attitude scores (two levels). With regards to the higher parents’ attitude scores, the average of the group most
frequently involved in gardening was significantly higher in the following components of social nature: “Empathic
concern”,“Perspective taking”, “Conversation skills”, “Communicational skills” and “Proposed ability”.

Furthermore with regards to the lower parents’ attitude scores, the average value of the group most frequently

involved in gardening was significantly higher in the lower parents’ attitude scores groups about the components
of “Perspective taking” and “Proposed ability”. Regardless of parents’ attitude, the group involved in gardening
most frequently showed the highest value. The results suggested that the experiences frequently involved in
gardening in childhood had affected the acquisition of social nature of the young adults.
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Table 1. Subscale names of the factor analysis and the items of sympathy
and social skills.
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Table 2. The items of parents' attitudes which was significant difference
in the average value of the individuals most frequently involved
in gardening.
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Fig 2. The factor score of the groups divided in gardening frequency and the parents' attitude scores.
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