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Landscape Design: A Medium Reflecting the Specifics of Nature

Toru MITANI

Department of Architecture, University of Tokyo

Summary

This is a discussion about the crucial points of successful landscape design in the natural environment

through the observation of practical projects. First, landscape design needs to have affordances that

not only provide a place to immerse oneself in a natural environment but also let visitors interact

with natural elements spontaneously. Second, the facility designs for activities should not be arranged

additively within the space but should be integrated as one with the functional form required in the

project through a reorganization process of the inherent characteristics of the structure and construction

method. Form created through this process works as a medium that manifests the breath of nature

in a different dimension. It is not until achieving these crucial points that landscape design obtains

possibilities to present a creative place for people in the natural environment.
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