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Urban Greening and Planning that Developed Based on Correspondence to

Past City Disaster Prevention
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Professor Emeritus ,Osaka Prefecture University

Summary

Japanese cities have been developing parks, firebreaks, and coastal forests to prepare for disasters,
from urban fires in the Edo period to the Great Kanto Earthquake, the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake,
and the Great East Japan Earthquake. Parks, in particular, have been utilized in various ways as
evacuation sites, relief centers, and debris storage areas. Nowadays, urban planning that incorporates
emergency responses into daily life and the networking of green spaces are aimed at creating cities that
coexist with nature.

Landscape regeneration is essential in earthquake recovery. It is important to prevent the disconnection
of landscapes, gradually change the scenery while inheriting memories, and cherish local communities
while regenerating alongside nature. The concept of resilience (the ability to recover) has been gaining
attention. The focus is not just on rebuilding residential areas, but also on securing means of survival,
livelihoods, and maintaining civic pride during the recovery process. Efforts are being made to utilize
local environments and resources to create landscapes that coexist with nature through the concept
of multi-layered defense. The design and management of disaster prevention parks are also evolving,

emphasizing community strength and adaptive management.
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